Dunkerly has done an incredible amount of research into this subject. The location of most units and what they were doing is here but all too often the reader finds himself lost in minutia. Dunkerly relies heavily on the writings of the participants to tell the story. Rarely do you find a page without large block quotes. This can be both a positive and a negative. First person accounts are always important and add significantly to a work. However, when it is overdone it can seriously break the flow of the writing and thus hurt the overall value of the book.
The city of Greensboro is a major character in The Confederate Surrender. This would be a lot more interesting to a resident or visitor to the city. Not that is uninteresting to a nonlocal audience but there is way too much of the local guidebook to this work. The photographs of parking garages or subdivisions where an important site once stood adds nothing to the book.
The examination of the end of the Army of Tennessee is an important addition to the literature. What occurred at Greensboro is much more representative of how the Civil War came to an end than the more organized surrender at Appomattox. I have to compliment Dunkerly for taking on this project. In his final chapter Dunkerly concludes with why this work was important and needed to be written. Unfortunately, the rest of the book did not make the same argument. What is really missing in The Confederate Surrender at Greensboro is any real synthesis of the material. I hope that Dunkerly or other scholars will reexamine this subject with more of an eye toward how this affects our understanding of the Civil War and the transition to the uneasy peace that followed.
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